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Familia in Mgypto Exuli. Among the frescoes which decorate
this church is one which shows the Holy Family entering
Heliopolis. This illustrates an ancient Coptic legend which
says that as the Holy Child entered Heliopolis, the noise of a
rushing of a mighty wind was heard, the earth trembled, and
idols crashed from their pedestals.

I walked over to the site of Heliopolis. Nothing now
remains but one lonely obelisk of red granite rising from a
field of sugar-cane. It is the last of many that once stood in
front of the Temple of the Sun, a temple in which Moses may
have been educated.

There is a fence round the obelisk, and when you look down
you see in the soil below the pedestal of the ancient stone.
That was the level on which men were walking in Egypt many
centuries ago, and perhaps under this accumulated earth,
which the Nile has spread over the fields century after century,
may some day be found remains of the once mighty city of On,
or Heliopolis, the City of the Sun.

Long ago the lonely obelisk saw the departure of its com-
panions. In 13-12 B.C., eight years before the Holy Family
entered Egypt, Augustus removed two of them to Alexandria.
One of the obelisks, now blackened by the smoke of London,
stands on the Thames Embankment; the other is in Central
Park, New York. If, as tradition says, the Holy Family
went to Heliopolis, well may the obelisk still standing
there have cast its shadow on them as they went by;
if they entered Egypt at Alexandria, they may have passed the
twin stones which London and New York know as " Cleo-
patra's Needle." How gladly would we sacrifice the history
written on such stones for a glimpse of that unrecorded
moment in the year 4 B.C., when a Mother and her Child may
have passed in and out of their shadows.